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Project Status: 

	The current status of in-kind funding for this project through the Mid-South Soybean Board remains undecided.  As a result, it has been decided to allocate the majority of the USB portion ($102,233) towards three university soybean breeding programs that have already initiated work: 1) Dr. Pengyin Chen, University of Arkansas, 2) Dr. Blair Buckley, Louisiana State University, and 3) Dr. Jeff Davis (Research Entomologist), Louisiana State University.  The remainder of the USB funds will not be utilized until the fate of the MSSB proposal is known.  As of this report, the USB share has not been received by LSU.  The MSSB portion of the MSSB-USB proposal ($160,000) is intended to fund an extension of the breeding program by establishing at least 15 field trials in 8 states to increase the level of evaluation and establish a rigorous program to advance promising genetic lines.  This set of planned field studies across the Mid-South (AR, LA, MO, MS, TX and possibly TN) for 2016 is contingent on the funding decisions of the MSSB and their respective state QSSBs, which will not occur until the first part of 2016.  If the MSSB funding is reduced or is not approved, we will reduce the number of scientists and locations involved accordingly.  Since funding for the project from the USB began at the end of the growing season, the three breeding programs involved have very little to report other than preliminary information obtained prior to the beginning of the project.  
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